DEMOCRACY AND PLUTOCRACY
population, not the whole of it. Furthermore, in any
modern state, even a superficial study of the current
phrases and accepted formulae will show that the word
"people" is used in a technical sense to mean, not even
the whole body of legal voters, but a limited number of
them. A writer who rages at the idea that there are any
"classes95 will, in the next paragraph, reiterate all the
current formulae about the "people," and reveal by the
context that he means to distinguish the people as peas-
ants, artisans, and uneducated persons, from the rich,
the educated, and the banking, mercantile, and pro-
fessional classes.
Yet the current dogmas about the rights and wisdom
of the people have no truth whatever, and no moral
beauty, except when they are affirmed of the whole pop-
ulation, without any exception whatever. The dogmas
in question are not really maxims or principles of actual
political life and administration; they are sublime con-
ceptions of the undeveloped power of growth and civiliza-
tion in human society. As inspiring ideals, as educational
motives, as moral incentives, they have incalculable
value; but then they are philosophical and academ-
ical generalities, not every-day rules of action for specific
exigencies. When they are once dragged down into the
mud of practical politics, and are cut to the measure of
party tactics, they are most pernicious falsehoods.
For instance, the notion that a human society, acting
as a whole, bringing its reason and conscience to bear
an its problems, traditions, and institutions, constantly
reviewing its inherited faiths, examining its experiments,
profiting by its own blunders, reaching out after better
judgment and correcting its prejudices, can, in the sweep
of time, arrive at the best conclusions as to what is
socially true and wise and just, that man can get on